| would like to thank Phil Kramer and the stafflafF for their past efforts on behalf
of Franklin taxpayers and for this opportunity teess the TUF readership
regarding my candidacy fof"avard Council seat.

One of the things folks should know about me imlreot a politician. | didn’t dream
as a kid that | was going to be president or soraatgolitical leader. In fact,
running for Town Council was probably the last thin the world | would have
thought of even as recently as one year ago.

This journey started when | brought security isqaeshooting) on Hamilton Street to
the attention of the Council several years agapketed to see them take action. |
didn’t expect to wait three years while the Hanmlttreet area endured additional
security concerns.

This is when the seed to become part of the solwi@s planted in my mind.

| have watched while the Town Council was confrdriig the public with other
important issues: neighbors distraught over theathof losing their property to
Eminent Domain, others concerned with cars speeatmgn their streets, and senior
citizens concerned about rising taxes pricing tloenof their life long homes.

The same people would return time after time arad gyéer year and | realized that
the Council was disconnected from the reality thair constituents were facing and
that little action was being taken by the Courzitdsolve their issues.

To this day, my area in the fifth ward is still asked by gunfire (multiple episodes
in the last 3 years), closing businesses, gangityciind “tagging” of areas by gang
members.

My training in the Navy refuses to let me stand davwhen my community is being
threatened. My nature and the uncompromising respiity | have to my wife and
daughter demand that | take action to secure saéaty and quality of life.

These are the reasons | finally decided to rurofiice.

Its not that our current Ward representative igm@ll intentioned—nhe is.
The problem is that after 4 years of ineffectivegrams the Bward is still in dire
shape and becoming a dangerous place to live warate running out of time.

| don’t mean to paint a bleak picture for Frankimfact | think the best days of our
Town are still in reach. | just feel that we malange the direction our Town is
heading and seize the opportunity to make posthanges now.



We need to better support the positive facets otommunity. We need to support
the local businesses, increase police presendew&ow our properties are assessed
to insure fairness. We need to support currenttyaativities and establish additional
programs to keep school age children busy andfdudrons way.

We need to bring the best minds in our town to losathe issues we face. |
continuously meet brilliant residents with expextis electronics, sports, computer
science, etc. These citizens would love to volunieeir services to help their
community if the Council would provide the leadepsh

The gang activity concerns are self evident andswangptomatic of all the other
problems, but | feel particularly competent in thisa because of my interactions
with gangs in my youth. | know that young men naembination of a strong
leadership model, positive challenges and a re$peetucation so that they can feel
in control of their future. We need to partner tnn with local businesses and
create internships for youth. We need to crediteeiadly relationship between the
police and the youth.

The youth in town need to think of our officerssasneone they can go to when they
are troubled, not someone to run from.

We need to get more value from our Town resourndsage need to review each and
every program for its efficacy and priority.

This is the kind of leadership | think Franklin Haeen lacking.

We need a Council that is accessible to the pakdi€ouncil that is willing to listen
to the needs of residents and is open minded enouagtk for new solutions to
unsolved problems. We need people on Councilatepart of the population, not
above it and we need representation that is trilgyg andfor the people.

Whether | win or lose in November, | intend to ¢oue to strive for the betterment
of Franklin and will tirelessly petition Councilifthe safety of my neighborhood. As
| stated in the beginning, | am not a career mwditi but | do consider the welfare of
my community my career responsibility.

Whatever your decision may be in November, thankfpo your time and
consideration and may God Bless America.

Tom Canales
Candidate for 8 Ward Council Seat



